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HIGH AND MIGHTIE

l

Ithifckf-: and palpable cloudes of darkenefle would {o haue ouerfhadowed
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Prince, IAMES by the grace of God

King of GreatBritaine,France and Ireland,
Defender of the Faith, &e.

THE TRANSLATORS OF TH& BIBLE |

wifh Graces,Mercies,and Peace,throughl e s v s j
Curistonr Lorp. l

71 Reatand manifold were the bleffings(moft dread
il Soueraigne ) which Almighty G o b, the Father
/| of all Mercies, beftowed vpon vs the people ot}
E ncLanp, when firft he fent your Marefties|
Royall perfon to rule and raigne ouer vs. kor
a, | wl_lereas it was the expectation of many, who
| V20| withed not well vnto our S1ow, that vpon the

-* ﬂﬂﬁ//iﬁ fetting of that bright Occidentall Starre. Queene|
ELizase T of moft happy memory , fome

this land, that men fhould haue bene in doubt which way they were to|

walke, and thatit thould hardly be knowen, whowas to direct the vnfetled
State: the appearance of your MalesTiE, asof the Sunne inhis ftrength,

inftantly difpelled thofe fuppofed and furmifed mifts, and gaue vnto all

that were well affected, exceeding caufe of comfort ; efpecially when we be-
| held the gouernment eftabliftied in your H1c unEss E, and your hope-
full Seed, by an vndoubted Title, and this alfo accompanied with Peace
and tranquillitie,at home and abroad. .

But amongftall our Ioyes , there was no one that more filled our hearts,
then the blefled continuance of the Preaching of Gop s facred word a-|
mongft vs,which is thatineftimable treafure,which excelleth alltheriches
of the earth,becaufe the fruit thereof extendeth it felfe,not onely to the time
[pentin this tranficory world, but dire&eth and difpofeth men vatothat
Eternall happineffe which isaboue in Heauen. _

Then,not to fuffer this to fall to the ground, butracher totakeitvp, and
to continue it in that ftate,wherein the famous predeceflour of your Hrc s~

INESSE didleaueit . Nay, togoe forward with the confidence and relo-
A 1 lution
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[ haue euer bene fubiect to the cenfures of dlmeaningand difcontented per-
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lution of a man 1n main taning the truethof C s r 15 1, and propagating it|
tarre and neere, is that which hath fo bound and firmely knit the hearts of]
allyour Ma1es 11es loyall and Religious people vnto you, that your|
very Name is precious among them, their eye doeth behold you with
| comfort, and they blefle you in their hearts, as that Tanctified perfon , who
vnder G o b,is the immediate authour of their true happinefle. And this
their contentment doeth not diminifh or decay, but euery day increafeth
I and taketh ftrength, when they obferue that the zeale of your Maieftie to-
wards the houfe of G 0 p,doth not flacke or goe backward,but ismore and
more kindled, manifefting it felfe abroad in the furtheft parts ofChriftendome,
by writing in defence of the Trueth, (which hath gruen fuch ablow vnto
thatman of Sinne, as will not be healed) and euery day athome,by Religi-
lousand learned difcourfe,by frequenting the houfe of Gop,by hearing the
word preached,by cherifhing the teachers therof,by caring for the Church
asamoft tenderand louing nourcing Father. |

| Thereare infinite arguments of this right Chriftian and Rcligious af-

feGionin your M a1k s T1E:but none is more foscible to declare itto o-1

: . }
thers,then the vehement and perpetuated defire of the accomplifhing and|

publithing of this Worke , which now with all humilitie we prefent vito
yourMatestie. Forwhenyour Highnefle had once outof deepe 1udg. |
ment apprehended , how contienient it was , That out of the Originall fa.
cred tongues , together with comparing of the labours, both in ourowne
and other forreigne Languages, of many worthy men who went before vs,h
there fhould be one more exa® Tranflation of the holy Scripturesinto the
| Englyfh tongue_;your M arest1e did neuer defift, to vrge and to excite
thofe to whom it was commended, that the worke might be haftened . and
that the bufinefle might be expedited in {o decent a maner, asamatter o
fuch importance mightiuftly require, _
Andnow at laft,by the Mercy of Gop,and the continuance ofour La-
bours, it being brought vnto fuch a conclufion, asthat we haue greathope £
that the Church of England {hall reape good fruit thereby : we hold it our]| '
duety to offerit toyour M a rest 1 E, notonely as to our Kingand Soue-
raigne_,b}lt as to the principallmoouer and Author ofthe Woorke. Hum-
bly crauing of your moft Sacred Maieftie , thatfince things of this quality

fons,itmay receiue approbation and Patronage from folearned and fudi. |
ctous a Prince as your Highnefle is, whofe allowance and acceptance o
our Labours, thall more honour and courage vs, then all the calumniati.
ons and hard interpretations of other men fhalldifmay vs. Sothat.ifon
the one fide we fhall be traduced by Popifh perfons at home or abtfoad
who therefore will m aligne vs, becaufe we are poore Inftruments to mak;
G o b s holy Trueth to be yet more and more knowen vnto the people
whom they defire ftill to keepe in ignorance and darkneflz : or ifon the
other fide , we fhall be maligned by felfe - conceited brethren , whorunne
their owne wayes, and giue liking vnto nothing but what is framed by
themfelues, and hammered on their Anuile; we may reft lecure,fupported
I within by the trueth and innocencie of 2 good confcience, hauin gwalked
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e Dedicatorie.
the wayes of fimplicttie and integritic, as before the Lord . And fuftained]
without, by the powertull Protection of your Maiefties gjrace and fauour
whichwilleuer giue countenance to honeft and Chriftian endeuours a:
gainft bitter cenfures,and vncharitable imputations. :
The Lorp of Heauen and earth blefle your Maieftie with many and
happy dayes , that as his Heauenly hand hath enriched your Highneffe
with many fingular, and extraordinary Graces ; {o you may be the

wonder of the world in this later age,for happinefle and true
felicitie , to the honour of that Great G o p,and the

good ofhis Church;throughIesvs Curist
our Lordand onely Sauiour.
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THE TRANSLATORS
TO THE READER.

—— e

D 7] Eale to promote the common good , whether it be by deuifing any

\
M thers,deferueth certainly muchrefpeét and efteeme,but yet findeth
| but cold intertainment in the world. Itis welcommed with fofpi-
cion in ftead of loue, and with emulation in ftead of thankes : and if
\ [l there be any hole left for cauill to enter,(and cauillif it doe not finde
Y| a hole, will makeone ) itis fure to bee mifconftrued , and in danger
l to be condemned.  This will eafily be granted by as many asknow
{tory , orhaue any experience. For, was there euer any thing pro-
N ie&ed,that fauoured any way ofnewnefle or renewing,but the fame
endured many a ftorme ot gaine-faying, or oppofition? A man would thinkethat Ciuilitie,, hole
fome Lawes, learning and eloquence,Synods, and Church-maintenance,(that we fpeake of no more
things of this kinde ) fhould be as fafe asa Sanctuary , and || out of fhot , as they fay , that noman
would lift vp the heele,no,nor doggemooue his tongue againft the motionersof them.  For by the
firft,we are diftinguifhed from bruit-beafts led with fenfualitie : By the fecond, we are bridled and re.

the third, we are enabled to informe and reforme others,by the light and feeling that we haue attai-

:

|
Anachayfis
with others,

- Locvs,

‘Caso the elder.

_| Gregory the

Diuipse,

I' nﬂ‘:l tp

3
{2.8am.11.25.

1 King. 22.31.

| 2.5am.6.16.

ned vato our felues : Briefly,by the fourth being brought together to a parle face to face,we fooner
compofe our differences then by writings, which areendlefle : Andlaftly, that the Church be fuff-
ciently prouided for,is {0 agrecable to good reafon and confcience,that thofe mothers areholden to
be lefle cruell, that kill their childrenafloone asthey are borne , then thofe nourfing fathers and mo-
thers (wherefoeuer they be )thatwithdraw from them who hang vpon their breafts (and vpon whofe
breafts againe themfelues doe hang to receiue the Spirituall and fincere milke ofthe word ) liuely-
hood and fupport fitfor theireftates. Thusitis apparent,that thefe things which we fpeake of are
of moft neceflary vie,and therefore,thatnone, either without abfurditie can fpeake againft them,or
withoutnote of wickednefle can fpurne again{t them.

Yetfor all that, the learned know that certaine worthy men haue bene brought to vntimely death

thatin fome Common-weales it wasmade a capitall crime,once to motion the making of anew Law
for the abrogating of an old,though the {ame were moft pernicious : And that certaine,which would
be counted pillars of the State,and paternes of Vertueand Prudence,could not be brought for along
time o giue way to good Letters and refined {peech , but bare themfelues as auerfe from them, as
from rocks or boxes of poifon : -And fourthly , thathee was no babe,buta great clearke , thatgaue

hee had not feeneany profit to come by any Synode, or meeting of the Clergie, but rather the con-
trary : And laftly,againft Chiurch-maintenance and allowance,in fuch fort, as the Embafiadors and
meflengers of the great King of Kings {hould be furnifhed, it is not vnknowen what a fition or fable
({foit is efteemed, and for no better by the reporter himfelfe,, though fuperftitious Ywas deuifed;
Namely , that at fuch time as the profeflours and teachers of Chriftianitic in the Church of Rome,
then a true Church,were liberally endowed,a voyceforfooth was heard from heauen,faying; Now is
poifon powred down into the Church,&c. Thusnotonly asoftas we {peake,asone faith,but alfo as

is he thatis leaft tofled vion tongues ; for vtterly to efcape the fnatch of themitis impoffible, Ifany
Iman conceit,thatthis is the lot and portion of the meaner fort onely, and that Princes are riviledged

as the great Commander charged his {ouldiersna certaine battell,to ftrikeat no part of the enemie,
but at the face ; And asthe King of Syria. commanded his chiefe Captaines to/fight neither with fnal

nor great , faue onely against the King of Ifrael: foitistootrue, that Enuie ftriketh moft fpitefully at the |

faireft,and at the chiefeft, Dauidwasaworthy Prince,and no manto be compared to himfor his
firft deedes , and yet for as worthy an ate aseuerhe did ( euen for bringing backe the Arke of God
in folemnitie ) he was {corned and fcoffed atby his owne wife, Solomon was greater then Dasid,

though

(trained from outragious behauiour,and from doiniof iniuries,whether by fraud or by violepse: By |

for none other fault,but for fecking to reduce their Countrey-men to good order and difcipline : and |

foorth (and in writing to remaine to pofteritie ) in paffion peraduenture, but yethe gaue foorth,that |

oft aswe do anything of note or confequence, we fubiet our felues to euery ones cenfure,and happy |

by their high eftate,heis deceined. As the fiword desionreth afiwell one asthe other,as it is in amuel. nay |
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thing our felues, or reuifing that which hath bene labeured by 0~ f$hings haue

been calum-
niated.
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lumniazed.

conftancie,
notwithftan-

ation,for the
furuey ofthe
Eoghth tran.
{lations,

The praife of
the holy Seri-
purcs,
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l‘:&'ﬁ;‘;ﬁ If wee will defcend to later times , weefhall finde mﬁny the like examples of fuuch kind

His Maiefties

sng<alumai- | {pring for euer, Himfelfz and children and childrens children alwayes) knew fullwell, according to the

fuch a oneas wasthe glory of the land of Ifrac

to euery ones confcience.

T

nor more profitable to pofteritie,for conferuing the record of times in true {upputation ; th
)

by to enrich both himfelfe and his {ubiects,and becaufe he did not feeke warre but &
to be no man atarmes,( though in deed he excelled in feates of chiualrie, and thewed fo much whet

tllllc;;f; 1];rcm4:)kr:d) and condemned for giuing himfelfe to his eafe, and to his pleafure. Tobe{hort

il

o

w

anincreafeof finfull men. What tsthat that hath been done ?

thing conder the Sunne , faith the wifeman : andS. Stewen. A ' '
i faith the : : your fathers did , fo doeyou. This.ane
more to this purpofe,His Maieftie that now reigneth ( and,long, and lcmg may ﬁc reignﬁ,and hlf; :::E}E{

'ﬁngular wifedome giuen ynto him by God, and the rare learning and experience h '
ned vnto; namely that whofoeuer attempteth any thing for tEe Pub]ilfe (] r:tc:iaﬁl},ra Ef};: ;:fiiar:?;
R eligion,and to the opening and clearing of the word of God)the ﬂamefetteri himfelfe vpona ftage
to begloutedvponby euery euil eye,yea,he cafteth himfelfe headlong vpon pikes,to be goid by eu%
ty fharpetongue. Forhe thatmedleth with mens Religion inany part}medleth,with their cuftom :
;nay,w_lth their freehold ; and though they finde no content in that which they haue , yet the ca::
not abideto heare of altering.Notwithftanding his Royall heart was not daunted or di(coura id for
this or that colour,but ftood refolute,as 4 Batue immoneableand an anuile noz eafie to be beaten intt;g lates
asonefayth; he knew who had chofen him to be a Souldier, or rather a Captaine,and being aﬁhrecf
thatthe courfe which heintended made much for the glory of God, & the building} vp of his Church
ﬁhc wou_ld not fuffer itto be broken off for whatfoeuer fpeachesor practifes. Itdoth certainely belong
| vato Kings,yea,itdoth fpecially belong vnto them,to haue care of Religion , yea, to know it arigh::

e

—

__gca, toprofefle it zealoufly , yea to promoteit to the vitermoft of their power. Thisistheir gl

| efor; all nations which meane well, and this will bring vato them a farre moft excellent wei %1?)?
.glqrz in the c}ay of the Lord Iefus. For the Scripture {aith not in vaine,Them that honor me Iwill %onoi
ncither was it avamne word that Eafebius deliueredlong agoe, that pietie towards God was the wea-

g:;l H;izzd the onely weapon that both preferued (Conflantines perfon , and auenged him of his

Butnow whatpietie without traeth 2 what trueth(what fauing trueth ) wi j
. * o without the word of God?
‘S’l:iat word of God(whf:rieof we may be {ure )withour the Scriptu?c 2 TheScripmres We are comman-
ed to fearch. Ioh.5.39.E(a.8.20. They are commended that fearched & (tudied them.A&.17.11.and
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;3.1,'81,‘?] 9. They are reprogf:d that were vaskilfulin them,or flow to beleeue them, Myz.22.2 9.Luk.24.
:g ey 1(_:lan make vs wile vnto fa:alu auon.2.Izm.3.15. It we be ignorant,they will inftru@ vs; if out of
the way,they will bring vshome; if out of order,they will reforme vs; ifin heauines,comfort v s 1f dull,

| quicken vs; if colde,inflame vs. Tull. lege; Tolle,lege, Takevp and read, take vpand read the Scrip. [S:Augs con-

tures, (forvato them was reGion ) i % ) FLli53
( the dire&ion ) it was faid vnto S. Augustine by a fupernaturall voyce. ;ﬂﬂ:%";aixz

} viilits cyedends

ltmetb, and adoClrine moft fis for the refrefhing and renewing of mens mindes, andtruely fo tempered,, thas [0

Whatfoeuar is inthe Scriptures beleenz me » {aith the fame S. Augufline, i high and diuine; theve s oyl

——

: _ or rather
hauebeen ca- | VIKINd acceptance. The firft Romane Emperour did neuer doe 2 mor : '
P P epleaﬁng deed to the lf:amed,

| en when
he corrected the Calender , and ordered the yeere according to the courfe of the Sunne : and yet

this was imputed to him for noueltie,and arrogancie,and procured to himo ' Conflansine
Chriftened Emperour (at the leaftwife that opgcnly profeﬂE;d the faith himfiffij;zslzl?;ﬁcﬁ z:li];fiﬁ S
doethe like ) for ftrengthening the Empire at his great charges,and prouiding for the Church, as h'O
did,gotfor his labour the name Pupillus , as who would fay, a waltefull Prince, that had need:e of :
Guardian,or ouerfeer. So the beft Chriftened Emperour, for the loue that he bare vnto peace,there-

nd it, was tdged

learned Emperour of former times, (at the leaft, tici
ticarn I : sthegreateft politician) what thanks b &
tor cutting off the fuperfluities of the lawes,and digefting them into foile ordcr)and m-‘i‘tlmzr)]d:j:I fifihkilsﬁ o

cellent Princes in former times, euen, Cum bené facerent, malé andive, F ' ‘

| nlorr , euen, ; » For their good deedesto b
fpol::cn of. Neitheris there any likelihood,that enuie and malignitie died,anbd wercelfuriéowif}f f}ig
ancient. No,no,the reproofe of Mofes taketh hold ofmof ages ; Xouarersfen cupin your fathers Pead

. TotheReader. i

though notin vertue,yet in power : and by his Fower and wildome hebuilta Tem pletotheLorDp
)

_ : s and the wonder of the whole world. Bue w.
his magpificence liked of by all? We doubt ofit. Otherwife, why doe they lay itzn i éﬁ;ﬁﬁiﬁit

and call voto him for [|eafing of theburden, Make, {ay they , he grienous feruitude o

; ¢ : 3 ; t}) atberg d ety Sy
bfs fore yoke Jighter. Bchlfe he had charged them with fomeleuies,and troubled thc{; w{tjlz fomeiz_ :.Ki:f;".uf.h
riages ; Herf:up?q they raife vpatragedie, and with intheir heart the Temple had neuerbene built.
| So hard a thing it 1s to pleafe all, euen when we pleafe God beft, and doefeeke to approue our felues

=

CCz/ar,
Plutarch,

Aurel Viétor.
Theodofins,

e

Zofimus,

]

3

thathehath been blotted by fome to bee an Epitomift, thatis,one that extingui{hed worthy whole
volunwszyto bring his abrlc;gemcnts mtorequeft. Thisisthemeafure thathath been rendred to ex-

Numb.32,14.

that Which [hall be done : and there i no ney | Ecclesa.s.

Alts7.51.

Augos, s uidis,
xsti woidiy geiy.
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The 'l ranflators

every one may draw from theicethat Which i Jufficient for bim , if hee come to draw Wi th a detiout and pif)m'

| faif;ﬁffdd | minde, as true Religion requ{retb. Thus S. Argﬂﬁme_. And S. Hierome : Ama ,.G:rtptums , & amabitte

e [apientiazsc. Loue the Scx'?tqrcs} and wifedome w'lll. louéthee. And S. Cyrz!{ agandt Inlian ; Euen .
wa ulianen. | boyes that are bred vp in the Scriptures,become moft religious,co+c. Butwhatmention wee three or foure

yles of the Scripture ,whereas whatfoeuer 1s to be beleeued or practifed , or hoped for, is contained

in them 2 or three or foure fentences of the Fathers , {ince whofocuer is worthy the name of a Father, |

trom Chrifts time downeward, hath likewife written not onely of the riches,but alfo of the perfection

Tertuladuerf. | of the Scripture 2 Iadore the fulnefJe of the Scripture ,{atth Terzullian again{t Hermogenes. And againe,

e o Apelles an Heretike of the like ftampe,he faith ; Idoc ot admit thar which thou bringeft i ( or con-

nechifi. A cludeft) of thineowne (head or ftore , detuo ) without Scripture. So Saint Iustin Martyr before him;

) Pty Wee muft know by allmeanes , faith hee, that it #s not lawfull (or poflible) tolearne (any thing) of God or

;‘iﬂ;ﬁf.w of right pietie fane on:efy out of the Prophets , 'ﬂ)bo_ teachcvs by divine én@z'mtforf. So'Saint Bafill after
e .| Lertullian , It s amanifeft falling asvay fromthe Faith and a fault of prefumption , either to reiect any
yeia of thofe things that are written, or to bring in (vpou thehead of them, imiointr) anty Of thofe things that
are not written. Wee omit to cite to the fame effe&, S.Cyrill B. of Hierufalemin his 4. (atachef. Saint
Hierome againft Heluidius , Saint AugaStine mnhis 3. booke agamit the letters of Pezilian , and invery
many other places of his workes. Alfowe forbeare to defcend to latter Fathers, becaufe wee will not
wearie thereader. The Scriptures then being acknowledged to bee fo full and fo perfect,, how can

wee excufe our feluesof neglicence, if we doe not ftudie them, of curiofitie, if we be not content with

e ow s rm el A el .-_Iﬁ'_‘“‘.'nﬂ#mi#li:bhf Tl il Y ?

. ‘-.'-;-l'll...:

| oo | them? Men talke much of ﬁ:ﬁum, how many fweete and goodly things it had hanging onit ; of the]
arssuns | Philofophersftone, thatit turneth copperinto g_old s of (ornu-copia, thatit had all things neceffary |
o™ | forfoode init ; of Pamaces the herbe,that it was good for all difeafes ; of Catholicon the drugge, that it
os ;if:jt;f“ is in ftead of all purges ; of Pulcansarmour, thatis wasan armour of proofe againit all thrufts, and all|
bourwith | blowes,&c. Well, thatwhich they falfly or vainely attributed to thefe things for bodily goed, wee]
wooll,where- :

wondidhang | may iuftly and with full meafure afcribe vnto the Scripture,for fpirituall. Itisnot onely an armour, |
| Bgebreads Lo l(6 a whole armorie of weapons, both offenfiue,and defenfiue ; whereby we may faue our {elues
apor&oyle: | and put the enemic to flight. Itisnotan herbe ,but atree,or rathera whole paradife of trees of life,

which bring foorth fruit cuery moneth , and the fruit thereof1s formeate,, and the leaues for medi-

cine. Itisnota potofManna,ora crufe of oryle,which were for memorie only,or for a meales meate |

or two, butas it were a fhowre of heauenly bread {ufficient for a whole hoft, be 1t neuer fo great ; and |

asit were a whole cellar full of oyle veflels ; whereby all our necefsities may be prouided for ,and our |

debts difcharged. Inaword,itis a Panary of holefome foode, againit fenowed traditions; a Phyfi-
wvigin. | ons-fhop ( Saint Bafill calleth it ) of preferuatiues againft poifoned herefies; a Pandeét of profitable |
I ;}f}f:ﬁ;;m, lawes, againft rebellious {pirits; a treafurie of moft coftly iewels , againit begearly rudiments ; Finally

a fountaine of moft pure water {pringing vp vato euerlafting life. Andwhatmaruaile? The originall

thereof being from heauen, not from earth; the authour being God, not man ; the enditer , the holy

{pirit;not the wit of the Apoftles or Prophets ; the Pen-men fuch as were fan&ified from the wombe,

and endewed with a principall portion of Gods fpirit; the matter, veritie, pietie, puritie, vprightnefle;

the forme,Gods word, Gods teftimonie, Gods oracles,the word of trueth, the word of faluation, &ce.

the effe@s, light of vnderftanding;ftablenefie of per{wafion, repentance from dead workes, newnefle

of life,holinefle, peace, ioy in the holy Ghoft; lafily,the end and reward of the {tudie thereof, fellow-

{hip with the Saints, participation of the heauenly nature, fruition of an inheritance immortall,ynde-

filed, and that neuer fhall fade away : Happie is theman that delighteth in the Scripture , and thrife

happiethatmeditateth init day and night.

But how fhall men meditatein that, which they cannot vaderftand? How{hall they vaderftand | Tranfiation

rCorss. | thatwhichiskept clofein anvnknowen tongue? asitis written , Except IRknow the power of the m&_vyce, seechos

1/ballbeto bimthat [peaketh,a Barbarian,and be that [peaketh, fbalbe a Barbarian tome. The Apoftle ex-

cepteth no tongue; not Hebrewe the ancienteft, not Greeke the moft copious,not Latine the fineft.

Nature taught a naturall man to confefle,that all of vs in thofe tongues which wee doe not vnder-

cim sz | Rand, are plainely deafe; weemay turnethe deafe eare vato them. "The Soythian counted the Athes
Stroms nian, whom he did notvnderftand, barbarous: fo the ® omane did the Syrian, and the Iew, (cuens$S.
;E:ﬁ:’f’”’ Hierome himfelfe calleth the Hebrew tonguebarbarous, belike becaufe it was {trange tofo many ) {o
sichael. Theo- | the Emperour of € onflantinople cal!cth the Latine tongu.?,barbarous,tho ughPope Nicolas do ftorme
pisfi. . at it: {0 the Jewes long before Chrift called all other ngt10ns,f.ocgﬁa(ffn,wﬁich 1s lictle better then bar-
ex el P barous. Therefore as one complaineth, thatalwayesin the Semate of Rome, there wasone or other

Camyedei. | that called for an interpreter: {o left the Church be driven to the like exigent, it is neceflary tohaue
rbhin tranflations in areadinefle. Tranflation it is that openeth the window,to letin the light ; that brea-
keth the fhell,that we may eat the kernel; that putteth afide the curtaine,that wemay lookeinto the
meft Holy place; that remooueth the couerof thewell, that wee may come by the water,euen as
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lacob rolled away the ftone from the mouth ot the well , b y Which meanes the Hockes ot Lajan were GcnI
watered. Indeede without tranflation into the vulgar tongue,the vnlearned are byt Jjke children at
| Tfacabs well (whichwasdeepe) withouta bucket or ﬁ’fm thicg to drgw with : orasthat perfon men- | Iob 4.
| tioned by Efay,to whom when a fealed booke was deliuered, with this motion, R eadethis,I pray thee,
hee was faine tomake this anfwere, I cannor, for it 35 fealed.
The wanflati- | While God would be knowen onely in Jacob , and haue hisNime greatin Ifrael;and in none o-

|
on ofthe olde

Tetamene | ther place, while the dew lay on Gideons fleece onely,and all the earth befides was drie ;then forone | SeeS. s, |
outofthe He-

- . b iz contre
brewino | a0 the fame people, which fpakeall of them the language of Canaan, that is, Hzbrewe,one and the | r..ir.
Grecke. fame originall in Febrew was {ufficient. But when the fulnefle of time drew neere,that the Sunne of

tighteoufnefle, the Sonne of God fhould come into the world, whom God ordeined to be a re COnN- |
ciliation through faith in his blood, not of the Jew onely,but alfo of the Greeke, yea, of allthem that f
were {cattered abroad ; thenloe, it pleafed the Lord to flirre vpthepiritof a Greeke Prince ( Grecke
for defcent and language) euen of Ptolome Philadelph King of Egypt,to procute the tranflating of the
Booke of God out of Febrew into Grecke.  This is the tranflation of the Seyenzic Interpreters,come
monly fo called, which prepared the way for our Sauiour among the Gentiles b
as Saint John Baptift did among the Tewes by vocall. For the Grecians being defir
not wont tofufter bookes of worth to lye moulding in Kings Libraries, but h
Iuants,rcady {cribes, to copie them out,and {o they were dif] perfed and made common. Againe, the
Greeke tongue was well knowen and made familiar to moft inhabitants in Afia, by reafon of the con-
quelt that there the Greczanshad made,asal{o by the Colonies,which thither they had fent. For the
fame caufes al{o it was well vnderftood in many places of Esrope,yea,and of Affriketoo. Therefore
the word of God being fet foorth in Greeke, becommeth hereby like a candle fet vpon a candlefticke ;
| whichgiueth light toall thatarein the houfe, or like a proclamation founded foorth in the market
place;@hich moft men prefently take knowledge of s and therefore that Janguagc was fitteft to con-
taine the Scriptures,both for the firft Preachers of the Gofpel to appeale vnto for witnefle,and for the
|}earners alfo of thofe timesto make fearch and triall by. Itis certaine, that that Tranflation wasnot
{o found and {o perfec,but that it needed inmany places correction ; and who had bene o fufficient
for this worke as the Apoftles or Apoftolikemen? Yetitfeemed good to the holy Ghoft and to
them, to take that which they found, (the fame being for the greateft part true and fufficien t) rather
then by making a new,in thatnew world and greenc age of the Church, to expofe themfelues to ma-
ny exceptions and cauillations, as though they made a Tranflationto ferue their owne turne, and
therefore bearing witnefle to themfelues, their witnefle not to be regarded. This may be (uppofed
to bee fome caufe, why the Tranflation of the Sexentic was allowed to pafle for currant. Notwith-
(tanding,though itwas commended generall ysyet 1t did not fully content the learned,no not of the

lewes. Fornotlongafter (hrift, Aguila fellin hand with a new Tranflation, and after him Theodo- Spipbmade 4
tion,and after him Symmachus : yea,there was a fift and a fixt edition, the Authours wherof were not | degw. T
|knowen. Thefe with the Sesentic made vp the Hexapla , and were worthily and to great purpofe

compiled togetherby Origen. Howbeit the Edition of the Sexensie went away with the credit, and

therefore not onely was placed in the midt by Origen (for the worth and excellencie thereof aboue
the reft, as Epiphanius gathereth) but alfo was vied by the Greeke fathers for the ground and founda-
tion of their Commentaries. Yea, Epiphanius aboue named doeth attribute {o muchvnto it,thathe| sees.sugap. |
holdeth the Authours thereof not onely for Interpreters, but alfo for Prophetsin fome refpe@ s and] 5 ciny

TR - : ‘ { ; ' Chriffian.c.ts®
Iuftinian the Emperour enioyning the Jewes his fubie@s to vfe fpeaally the Tranflation of the Segene| Neuel. diates. |

; : . : : : 146, :
trey rendreth this reafon thereof , becaufe they were as it were enlightened with propheticall grace. | ossami camm |

Yet forall that, asthe Egyptians are faid of the Prophetto bee menand not God, and their horfes e
flethand not fpirit : o itis euident, (and Saint Hierome affirmeth as much ) that the Sexentie were S
[nterpreters , they were not Prophets; they did many things well, as learned men ; but yet as men ?érfr;:;:mf:
they ftumbled and fell, one while through ouerfight, another while through Ighorance, yea,fome-| 7

times they may be noted to adde to the Orniginall, and fometimes to take from it ; which made the|

| Apoftles to leaue them many times , wWhen they left the Hebrew, and to deliver the fence thereof ac-
cording to the trueth of the word,asthe {] pirit gaue themvrterance.
Greeke Tranflations of the old Teftament.
Tranflation l

arion s here were alfo within a few hundreth yeeresafter Crr 15 T, tranflationsmany into the Latine
mdGrecke | tongue : for this tongueal(o wasvery fitto conuey the Lawand the Gofpel by,becaufe in thofe times
very many Countreys of the Weft, yea of the South , Eaft and North, pake or vnderftood Latine, |

| being made Prouinces to the Romanes. But now the Latine Tranflations were too many to be all
Il i good,for they wereinfinite (Latini Interpretes nullo modo numerari poffunt faith S.Augustine. ) Againe ié“%’;%;:
| they were not out of the Hebrew fountaine { wee {peake of the Latine Tranflations ot the O)d Tefta- | zeapx.

ment) but outof the Greeke fireame, therefore the Greske being notaltogether cleare,the Latire deri-
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ted from it muft needsbe muddie.  Thus moued S. Hierome a moft learned father, and the beft
linouilt without controuerfie; of his age, or of any that went before him, to vndertake the tranflating
of the Old Teftament, out of thevery fountaes themfelues ; which heeperformed with that eui-
dence of great |earning judgement;indufirie and faithfulnes,thac he hath for euer bound the Church
ynto him, in a debtof { peciull remembrance and thankefulnefle,
Now though the Church were thus furnithed with Greeke and Latine Tranflations , euen before
thefaithof CHRrR1sT was gcnerally embraced in the Empire : ( for the learned know that euenin §.
EHieroms time,the Conful of Rome and his wife were both Ethnicks,and about the fame time the grea-
teft partofthe Senate alfo) yettor all that the godly-learned were not contentto haue the Scriptures
inthe Language which themfelues vnderftood , Greeke and Lasine , ( as the good Lepers Werenot
content to fare well themfelues , but acquaintcd their neighbours with the ftore that God had fent,
that they alfo might 1E;rr;mic:lf: for themfelues ) butalfo for the behoofe and edifying of the vnlearned
which hunered and thirfted after Righteoufnefie,and had foules to be faued afwell as they,they pro-
uided Tranflations into the vulgar for their Countreymen, infomuch thatmoft nations vnder hea-
uen did fhortly after their conuerfion, heare Cur1s T {peaking vnro themin theirmother tongue,
not by thevoyce of their Minifteronely,butalfo by the written word tranflated. Ifany doubt hereof, |
he may be fatiffied by examples en ough,ifcnough wil ferue the turne. Firlt S. Hierome {aith ,Multas
ram gentii linguis Scriptura anté tran yflaza,docet falla ffe qua addita fant Loc.1. The Scripture being tranfla-
ted before in the langnages of many Nationsdoth (hew that thofe things that Were added(by Lucian or Hefy-
chins) arefalfe. SoS.Hieromen that place. The fame Hierome elfewhere affirmeth thathe, the time
was,had fet forth the tranflation of the Seuensy fuz linguz hominibus. i. for bis countreymen of Dalma-
tia. Which words not only Erafinus doth vnderftand to purport,that 5. Hierome tranflated cthe Scrip-
tre into the Dalmasian tongue , butallo Sixtus Senenfis,and Alpbonfus 4 Casiro ( that we {peake of no
more) men notto be excepted againt by them of Rome, doe ingenuoufly confefle asmuch. Se, .
Chry[o§tome that liued in S. Hieromes time ;giueth euidence with him : The doétrine of S.Iobn (faith he)
did not in fuch fort (as the Philofophers did ) vanifb away : but the Syrians, Egyptians, Indians,Perfians.
Ethiopians,and infinite other nations being barbarous people tran oflated it into their(mother) tongue.and hane
learned to be (srue) Philofophers,he meaneth Chriftians. To this may be added Theodorit, as next vnto
him, both for antiquitie,and for learning. His wordsbe thefe,Euery Countrey that i conder the Sunne,
7 full of thefe svordes (of the Apoftles and Prophets ) and the Hebrew tongue ( he meaneth the Scrip.
tures in the Hebrew tongue ) #s turnednot onely into the Language of the Grecians,but alfoof the R omanes,
and Egyptians,and Perfians, and Indians,and Armenians,ana Scythians, and Sanromatians , and briefly into
all the Languages that any Nation Ufeth. So he. Inlike maner,”Ipilas is reported by Paulus Diaconus
and Ifidor (and before them by Sozomen ) to haue tranflated the ScriEtures into the Gothicke tongue:
TohnBifhop of Siuil by Vaffens, tohaue turned theminto Arabicke_,about the yeere of our Lord 717
Bedaby Ciftertienfis, to haue turned a great part of them into Saxon : Efnard by Trithemius ,tohaue
abridged the French Pfalter, as Beda had done the Hebrew, about the yeere 8oo : King Alured by the
faid (iffertienfis,to haue turned the Plalter into Saxcon : Methodius by Auentinus (printed at Ingolftad)
to haue turned the Scriptures into || Sclanonian Valdo, Bifbop of Frifing by Beatus Rhenanus o |
haue caufed about that time,the Gofpels to be tranflated into Dutch-rithme,yet extant in the Library
of (orbinian : Valdus , by diuers to haue turned them himfelfe , or to haue gotten them turmed into |
Fyench,about the yeere 1160 : (Charles the 5. of thatname, furnamed The wife, to haue caufed them .
to be turned into French, about 200. yeeres after Valdus his time, of which tranflation there be man
copies yet extant, as witnefleth Beroaldus.  Much about that time, euen in our King Richard the fe-
conds dayes, Iohn Trenifatranflated theminto Englifh , and many Englifb Bibles in written hand
areyet to be feene with divers,tranflated as it 1s very probable,in thatage. So theSyrian tranflation
ofthe New T eftament is in moft learned mens Libraries, of Widminftadins his fetting farth , and the
Plalterin Arabickeis with many, of Auguftinus Nebienfis fetting foorxth. So Poffelatfirmeth, thatin
his trauaile he faw the Gofpels in the Ezhiopiantongue;; And Ambrofe Thefius alleageth the Plalter of
the Indians., which he teftifieth to haue bene fet forth by Potken in Syrian characters, So thatto haue
the Scripturesin the mother-tongue is nota quaint conceit lately taken vp , either by the Lord Croms
| well in England, or by the Lord Radeuil in Polonie_., or by the Lord Pngnadius in the Emperours do-

minion, but hath bene thoughtvpon, and put in praétife of old , euen from the fixft times of the con-

uerfion of any Nation ; no doubt , becaufe icwas efteemed moft profitable,to caufe faith to grow in
| mens hearts the fooner, and to make themto be able to fay with the words of the Plalme, 4swe haue
heard, fo e hane [eenc_.

Now the Church of Rome would feeme at the length tobeare a motherly affection towardsher

children, and to allow themthe Scripturesin theirmothertongue : butindeed itis a gift, not defer-

!

uing to be called agift, an ynprofitable gift : they muft firftget a Licence inwriting before they may

vie
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land therefore he ouerruleth and fruftrateth the grant of Pius the fourth,  So much are they afraid
| of the light of the Scripture,( Lucifuge Scripturarum,as Tertullian fpeaketh ) that they will not truft the

vfe a[{em, and to get that, they mutt approue themfelues to their Conteflor, that is,to be fuch as are,
it not frozen in the dregs, yetfowred with the leauen of their fuperftition.  Howbei, itfeemed too

much to ((lement the 8. that there {hould be any Licence granted to haue them in the vulgar tongue,

p:ople with it, no notasit is fet foorth by their owne {worne men , nonot with the Licence of their
owne Bifhops and Ipqulﬁtors. Yea,fovnwilling they are to communicate the S criptures to the peo-
ples ynderftanding in any fort,that they are not afhamed to confefle , that wee forced them to tran-
flate itinto Englifh againft theirwills, This feemeth to argue a bad caufe , orabad confcience, or
both. Surewe are,thatitis not he that hath good gold, thatis afraid to bring it to the touch-ftone,
but he that hath the counterfeit ; neither is it the true man that {hunneth the light, but the malefa-
&Gour;left his deedes fhould be reproued : neitherisitthe plainedealing Merchant that is vawilling

to haue the waights,or the meteyard brought in place, but he that vieth deceit. But we will let them
alone for this fault,and returne to tranflation,

Many mens mouths haue bene open agood while (and yet are notftopped ) with fpeeches about
the Tranflation {o long in hand,or rather perufals of Tranflations madebefore : and aske whatmay
be the reafon,what the neceffitie of the employment : Hath the Church bene deceiued, {ay they,all
this while? Hath her {weet bread bene mingled with leauen,her filuer wich drofle, her wine with wa-
ter,her milke with lime ? ( Laée gypfummalé mifcetur, faith S.Iréney,) We hoped that we had bene in
the right way, that we had had the Oracles of God deliuered vnto vs, and that tho ugh all the world
had caufe to be offended and to complaine , yet that we had none.  Hath the nurfe holden out the
breaft, and nothing but winde init2 Hath the bread bene deliuered by the fathers of the Church, |
and theame proued to be lapidofius,as Seneca {peaketh 2 What is itto handle the word of God de-

i

Sanballat in Nebemiah,mocke, as we heare, both at the worke and workemen, faying ; What doe thefe
Weake Iewes, <. will they make the [fones yohole againe out of the heapes of dufd which are burnt 2 althongh
they build , yet if a foxe goec0p , be fball enen breake downe their flomy Wall. Was their Tranflation good
before? Why doethey nowmend it 2 Wasitnot good 2 Why then was it obtruded to the people 2
Yea, why didthe Catholicks ( meaning Popith Romanifts) alwayesgoe inicopardie, for refufing to
goe to heareit? Nay, ifit muft be tranflated 1nto Englith, Catholicks arefitteft to doeit. They haue
learning , and they know when athing iswell , they can manam detabula. - \Wee will anfivere them
both briefly: and the former,being brethren,thus, with 8. Hierome_., Damnamus cveteres? Minimé fed
poft priorum fludia in domo Domini quod pofJumus laboramus. Thatis, Doesve condemne the ancient 2 In

|

ceitfully,ifthisbenot? Thuscertaine brethren.  Alfo the aduerfaries of Judab and Hiernfalem,like |

no cafes: but after the endenonrs of them that Were before vs,Weetake the best paines We can inthe hou e of
God. As itheefaid,Being prouoked by the example of the learned that lived before my time, Ihaue

thoughtitmy duetie, to aflay whether my talent in the knowledge of the tongues, may be profitable

in any meafure to Gods Church , left Ifhould feeme to haue laboured in theminvaine ;and left ]

(hould be thought toglory in men, (although ancient, ) aboue that which was in them. Thus S.Hie-

rome may be thought to fpeake. -

And to the fame effect fay wee, that we are {o farre off from condemning any of their labours that
traueiled before vsinthiskinde , eitherin this land or beyond fea , either 1n King Heuries time , or
King Edwards (if there were any tranflation , or correction of atranflationin his time ) or Queene
Elizabeths of euer-renoumed memorie, that we acknowledge them to haue beene raifed vp of God,
for the building and furnifhing of his Church , and that they deferue to be had of vs and of pofteritie
in cuerlafting remembrance. The Iudgementof Aristotle 1s worthy and well knowen : If Timotheus
had not bene, we hadnot bad much fweet muficke ; but if Phrynis (Timotheus his maSer) had not beene, yoee
badnot had Tumothens. Thereforeblefled be they, and moft honoured be their name,that breake the
yce,and giue th onfet vpon that which helpeth forwardto the fauing of {oules. Now what can bee
more auaileable thereto , then to deliuer Gods booke vato Gods people ina tongue which they vn-
der{tand? Since ofan hidden treafure,and of a fountaine that s fealed, there is no profit, as Prolomee
Philadelph wrote to the Rabbins or mafters of the [ewes, as witnefleth Epiphanius : and as S. Aupufbine
faith 5 A man bad ratber be with his dog then with a fbranger( whofe tongue s ftrange vato him.) Yet
tor all that, as nothing is begun and perfited at the fame time, and the later thoughtsare thought to
be the wifer: {0, if we building vpon their foundation that went before vs, and being holpen by theit
labours, doe endeuour to make that better which they left fogood ; noman ,we are fure, hath caufe
to millike vs ; they, we perfwade our felues, ifthey were aliue,would thankevs. Thevintage of Abss
exer, that {trake the ftroake: yet the gleaning of grapes of Ephraim was not tobe defpifed. See Indges
S.Verfez. Toafhthe king of Ifrael did not fatiffiehimfelfe , ull he had {mitten the ground three times;
and yet hee offended the Prophet,for giuing ouer then. Aguila,of whom wee fpakebefore, tranfla-

ted
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ted the Bibleas ::arctully,und as { kiltully as he could; and yet he thoughtgood to goe ouer it againe,
shiemin | and theait got the credit with the lewes,to be called p &xcktus, thatis, accuratly c_lonc s as Saint Hierome
exhepz | witnefieth, How many bookes of profane learning haue bc:ne gone ouer a_gmncaud againe ; by the
{ame tranflators, by others? O:one and the fame booke of Aristotles Ethikes , there are extant not
(o few asfixeor feuen feuerall cranflations,  Now if this colt may bee beftowed vpon the goord,
which affordeth vs alittle fhade , and which to day flourifheth , butto morrow is cut downe ; what
may we beftow,nay what ought we notto beftow vpon the Vine,the fruite whereofmaketh glad the |
- confcience of man, and the fiemme whereof abideth for euer2 And this is the word of God,which we
terem. 33.3%. | ranflate.  What isthe cbaﬁéﬁto the Wheat, faith t_b_e Lord? Tanti cvitreun,quanti Verum margarstum ((aith
tyr. Tereullian, ) if atoy of glafle be of that rekoning withvs, how ought wee to value the true pearle:

Sl | Therefore let no mans eye be euill, becaufe his Maiefties isgood ; neither letany be grieued, that wee

{W“P‘W “thaue a Prince that feeketh the increafe of the fpirituall wealeh of Ifrael (let Sanballats and Tobiahs doe

firram Marga- A - s ; \ : .
rivam: Hicn {0, which therefore doe beate their iuft reproofe) but let vs ratherblefle God from the ground of our
4

heart, for working this religious care in him, to haue the tranflationsof the Bible maturely confide-
red of and examined. For by this meanes it commeth to pafle , that whatfoeuer is found alreadie
(and all is found for fubftance, in one or other of our editions , and the worft of ours farre better then
|their autentike vulgar) the fame will {hine as gold more brightly, being rubbed and polithed ; alfo , if
|any thing be halting, or fupcrﬁuous, ornot {o agreeable to the originall,the fame may bee corre&ed,
and the trueth ferin place. And what can the King command tobeedone, thatwill bring him more |
true honour then this2 and wherein could they thathauebeene fer a worke, approue their duetie to
the King, yea their obedience to God,and loue to his Saintsmore, then by yeelding their fexuice , and
all that 1s within them,for the furnithing of theworke? Butbefides allthis , they wre the principall
motiues of it,and therefore ought leaftto quarrell it : for the very Hiftoricall trueth is, thatyponthe |
, importunate petitions of the Puritanes, at his Maiefties comMINg to this Crowne , the Conference at |
s is Hampton Court hauing bene appointed for hearing their complaints : when by force of reafon they |
1. were put fromall other grounds , they had recourfeat the laft, to this thift, that they could nor with

f | good confcience fubferibe to the Communion booke , fince it maintained the Bible as it was there |
'ﬁ

tranflated, which was as they faid, amoft corrupted tranflation.  And although this was iudged to|
|be but avery poore and emptie fhift; yet cuen hereupon did- his Maieftie b:@r}innc to bethinke him-
| {elfe of the good that might enfue by anew tranflation, and prefently after gailc order for this Tranf
| lation which is now prefented vato thee. Thus much to fatifhe our ferupulous Brethren,

Now to the later we anfwere ; that wee doe not deny, nay wee atfirmeand auow, thatthe VELY | Ansnfivereto
meaneft tranflation of the Bible in Englith, ferfoorth by men of our profefsion ( forwee haue feene |t mpuct
none of theirs of the whole Bibleas yet)containeth the word of God,nav, isth= word of God. As 32;:;2:”‘1'
the Kings Sfiwch which hee vttered in Parliament, being tranflated into French, Dusch, Italian and
Latine, 1s ftill theKings Specech, thoughitbe notinterpreted by cucry Tranflator with the like grace,
nor peraduenture {o Etly for phrafe, nor {o exprefly for fence, euery where. For it is confefled,that
i things are to take their denomination of the greater part; and a naturall man could fay, Perdm vbi|

| multanitent in carmine, nonego paucis offendor maculis, @rc. A man may be counted a vertuous man, |
James;2. | though hee haue made many{lips in his life, (els, there were none vertuous, for i many tb:}ggs e of-
\ | fendall )alfoa comely man and louely, though heehaue fome warts vpon his hand, yea, not onely
‘ freakles vpon his face, but alfo fkarres. No caufe therefore why.the word tranflated fhould bee de-

|

nied to be the word,or forbidden tobe currant, notwithftanding that fome imperfe&ions and blemi- |
fhes may be noted in the fetting foorth of it.  For what euer was perfe& vnder the Sunne, where A-
poftles or Apoftolikemen, that is, men indued with an extraordinary meafure of Gods {piric,and
priviledged with the priuiledge of infallibilitie,had not their hand? The Romaniftes thcrefb;e in
: refufing to heare,and daring to burne the Word tranflated , did no lefle then def; pitethe pirit of

grace,from whom originag)r it proceeded, and whofe fenfe and meaning,as wellas mans weakenefl

vurasis |Would enable, itdid exprefle. Iudgeby anexampleortwo. Plurarch writeth, that after that R ome
‘ had beene burntby the Galles, they fell foone to builde it agame: but domg it in hatte, they did not

| caﬂ.thc ﬁr{::cts,no'r Proﬁorcion the houfes in fuch comely fathion,as had bene moft (ightly and con-
E uenient; was Cat:lmc there forean hqm:ﬁ man, or 2 good Patriot,that {ou ghtto bring it to a comb. |
| {tion? orNeroa good Prince, that did indeed fetiton fire? So, by the ftory of Ezrah, and the pro-
| phelic of Haggai itmay be gathered,that the Temple built by Zerubbabel after the returne fromPfB - |
i a
5.

bylon, was by nomeanesto bee compared to the former built by Solonson ( for they that remembred
Bashzis, |the former,wept when they confidered the later ) notwithftanding, mightthis later either haue bene |
abhiorred and forfaken by the Iewes, or prophaned by the Greekes? Thelike wee are to thinke of :

|

| | Tranilations. The tranflation of the Seuentie diffenteth from the Onginallin many places, neither

! ".'.r'.:f:-"": :-?' & .i-' - e ' - (ri s : . 2 :
IJ Goeth it come neere ityfor perdpicuitie, grauitie;maieflie ; yet which of the Apoftles did condemne
| * '
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it> Condemneit?> Nay,they vied it, (as itisapparent , and as Saint Hierome and moftlearned men
doe confefle) which they would not haue done;norby their example of vingit, fo orace and com-
mend it to the Church, if it had bene vaworthy the appellation and name of theword of God. And
whereas they vrge for their {fecond dﬂf:‘:n{:tf of their vilitying and abufing of the Englifl Bibles,or
{ome pieces thereof; which they meete with, for that beretikes (forfooth) were the Authours of the
eranflations, ( heretikesthey callvs by the fame right that they call themfelues Catholikes, both be-
ing Wrong ) wee maru eile what divinitie taught them fo. . Wee are fure Tertullian was of another
minde : Ex perfonis probamuzs fidem anex fide_ perfonas ¢ Doe we trie mens faith by their perfons 2 we
(hould trie their perfons by their faith. Alfo S, Auguftine wasof anotherminde : forhel ighting vp-
on certaine rules made by Tychonius a Donatist, for the better vnderftanding of the word,wasnot a-
(hamed to make vfe of them; yea,to infexc them into his owne booke, with giuing commendation
ro them fofarre foorth as they were worthy to be commended, as is to be feene in S. Augnftines third
booke De doétrina Chriftiasa. Tobe fhort,0rigen,and thewhole Church of God for certain hundred
yeeres,were of an other minde : for they were (o farre from treading vnder foote, ( much more fron
burning ) the Tranflaton of 4quila a Profelite, thatis,one thathad turned Iew;of Symmachus, and
Theodotion, both Ebionites, thatis,moft vile heretikes; that they ioyned them together with the Fe-
brew Origmall ,and the Tranflation of the Sexentie (as hath bene before ﬁgniﬁed out oprszbanfm)
and fet them forth openly to be confidered of and perufed by all. But we weary the vnlearned,who
need not know fo much,and trouble thelearned,who know it already.

Yet before we end, we muftanfwere athird cauill and obiection of theirs againft vs , for altering
and amending our Taanflations {o oft ; whereintruely they deale hardly, and ftrangely with vs. For
to whom euer was itimputed fora faule ( by fuch as were wife ) to goe ouer that which hee had done,
and tosaend it wherehe faw caufe? Saint Auguftine wasnot afraide to exhort S. Hicrome to a Pali-
nodia or recantation ; thefame S. Auguffine wasnot afhamed to retraGtate, wemiglit fay reuoke,ma-
ny things that had pafled him, and doth euen glory that he feeth his infirmities. It we will be fonnes

{

of the Trueth,we muft confider whaticfpeaketh, and trample vpon our owne credit; yea , and vpon i

other mens toosif either beany way an hinderanceto'it.  Thistothe caufe: then to the perfons we
(ay, that of allmen they ought to bee moftfilentin this cafe. For whatvarietieshaue they, and what
alcerations hauethey made, not onely of their Seruice bookes , Portefles and Breuiaries , butal(o of

their Lasine Tranflation? The Seruicebooke fuppofed to bemade by S. Ambrofe ( Officium Ambro- |

fianum) was a great while 1 fpeciail vie and requeft : but Pope Hadrian calling a Councill withthe
| ayde of (Charles the Emperour,abolifhed it,yea,burnt it, and commanded the Seruicesbooke of Saint
Gregorievniverfally tobevied. Well, Officium Gregorianum getsby this meanes to be in credit, but
doeth it conunue without change or altering? No,thevery Romane Seruice was of two fafhions,the
New fa{hion ,and the Old, (the one vfed i one Church, the other in another) as is to beefeenein
| Pamelins a Romanift , his Preface, before Micrologus. 'The fame Pamelius reporteth out of Radul
pbus de Rino, that about the yeere of ourLord, 1277.Pope Nicolas the third remoued out of the
Churches of Rome, the more ancientbookes (of Seruice) and brought into vie the Miflals of the
Eriers Minorites,and commaunded them to bee obferued there ; infomuch that about an hundred
yeeresafter,when the abouenamed Rasulphus happened to be at Rome, he found all the bookesto
be new,(of thenew ftampe.) Neither was there thischopping and changing in the more ancient
times onely, but alfo of late: Pius Quintus himfelte confefleth, thateuery Bifhopricke almoft had a
peculiar kind of {eruice,moftvnlike to that which others had : which moued him to abolith all other
Breutartes, though neuer {o ancient, and priviledged and publithed by Bifhops in their Diocef:
fes , and to eftablith and ratfie thaton ely which was of his owne fetting foorth,in the yeere 15 6 8.
| Now,when the father of their Church,who gladly would heale the {oare of thedaugheer of his peo-
ple foftly and {leightly, and make the beft of it, findeth {o great fault with them for their oddesand
larrmg s we hope the children haue no great caufe to vaunt of theirvnitormitie, But the difference
| that appeareth betweene our Tranflations,and our often corre@ing of them, is the thingthat wee
are {pecially charged with ; let vs fee therefore wherther they themfelues bee without fault this way,
(1t icbeto be counted a fault, to corret) and whetherthey bee fit mento throw ftonesat vs: 0z
demmaior parcas infane minori : they thatarelefle found themfelues, ought not to obieét infirmitics to
others. Ifwe fhould tell them that 7, alla,Stapulenfis,Erafmus, and Viues found fault with their vulgar

l

aniwere peraduenture, that we produced their enemies for witnefles againft them ; albei,they were

‘ t0 be withed, that they had dared to tell it them plainlier and oftner. But what will they fay to this,
thatPope Leo th‘e tenth allowed Erafmus Tranflation of the New Teftament,{o much different from
lthe vulgar, by his Apoftolike Letter & Bullsthat the fame Leo exhorted Pagninto tranflate the whole

B Bible,

| Tranflation,and confequently withed the {ame to be mended,ora new one to be made, they would |

30,

}

In no other fort enemies,then as 8. Paul was to the Galatians for telling them the trueth: and it were | Gatarsss
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Henrr, | Bible, and bare whatfoeuer charges was neceflary forthe worke? Surely, asthe Apoftle reafoneth
&8.7. to the Hebrewes , that if the former Law and Teftament bad bene [ufficient there had beene no need of the
lagter : {owemay f{ay, thatif the olde yulgar had bene at all points allowable, to fmall purpofe had

labour and charges bene vndergone, about framing of a new. If they fay , it was one Popes priuate
opinion,and that he confulted onely himfelfe; then wee are able to goe further with them,and toa-

uerre, that more of their chiefe men of all forts,euen their owne Trens-champions Paiua & Vega , and

their owne Inquifitors, Fieronymus ab Oleafiro, and their own Bifhop Ifidorus (larius, and thexr owne

Cardinall Thomas a Vio Casetan, doe either make new Tranflations themfelues, or follow new ones

of other mens making , or note the vulgar Interpretor for halting ; none of them feare to diffent from

him, noryet to exceptagainft him. And call they this an vniforme tenour of textand iudgement a-

boutthe text,(0 many of their Worthies difclaiming the now receiued conceir? Nay,we wil yet come

neerer the quicke : dothnot their Paris-edition dilfer from the Louaine,and Hentenius his from them

simssprefin. | both,and yet all of them allowed by authoritie? Nay, doth not Sixtus Quintus confefle , that cer-
FaB8%- | taine Catholikes ( he meaneth certaine of hisownefide ) were in fuch an humor of tranflating the
Scriptures into Latine, that Satan taking occafion by them , though they thought of no fuch matter,

did (triue what he could, out of fovncertaine and manifold a varietie of Tranflations,fo to mingle all

things, that nothing might feeme to be left certaineand firme in them,&c? Nay further, did notthe

{ame Sixtus ordaine by an inuiolable decree , and that with the counfelland confent ofhis Cardinals,

that the Latine edition ofthe olde and new Teftament,which the Councill of Trenswould haueto be
authenticke,isthe fame without controuerfie which he thenfec forth , being diligently correced and

printed inthe Printing-houfe of Patican ? Thus Sixtusin his Preface before his Bible. And yet Cle-

ment the eight his immediate fucceflour, publifheth another edition of the Bible, containing in it in-

finite differences from that of Six#us,(and many of them waightie and materiall)and yet thisinuft be
authentike by all meanes. Whatis to haue the faith of ourglorious Lord [ esvs CurisT with Yea

and Nay, if this be not? Againe,what s fweet harmonie and confent,if this be? Therfore,as Pemara-

tus ot Corinch aduifed a greatKing , before he talked of the diffentions among the Grecians , to com-

pole his domefticke broiles (for at that time his Queeneand hisfonne and heire were at deadly fuide

with him) fo all the while thai our aduerfaries doe make fo many and {o various editions themfelues,

and doeiarre fomuchabout the worth and authoriticof them, they can with no fhow of equitie

challenge vs forchanging and correéting, |

Butitis high time toleaue them,and co fhew in briefe what Wee propofed to our felues , and what | The purpofe |

courfe we held in this our perufalland furuay of the Bible. Truly (good Chriftian Reader) wee ne- oitic an:

{lators,with

uer thought from the beginning, that we {hould neede to make a new Tranflation , nor yet to make e P
of a bad one a good one, ( forthen the imputation of Sixtzs had bene true in fome fort, that our peo- o
plehad benefed withgall of Dragonsin ftead of wine, with whey in ftead of milke : ) but to make 2
200d one better;or out ofmany good ones,one principall good one,notiuttly to be excepted againft;
chat hath bene ourindeauour, thatourmarke, Tothatpurpofe there were many chofen, that were
areaterin other mens eyes then in theirowsne, and that fought the truth'rather then their own praife.
Againe, they came or were thought to come to the worke, not exercendi canfa (as one faith ) butexer-
citati, that is, learned, not tolearne : For the chiefe ouerfeer and ipmaas vnder his Maieftie, to whom
| ~_|not onely we, buralfo our whole Church was much bound, knew by his wifedome, which thing alfo
| ff;fi’;: | Nazianzentaught fo long agoe, thatitisa prepofterous order to teachfirft and to learne after ? yea
e i po. | (DAL 5 SmSusensias wgitoien £O learneand praétife together , 1s neither commendable for the workemar,
beges, nor fafe for the worke. Therefore fuchwere thoughtvpon,ascould fay modeftly with Saint Hierome,
Et Hebyaum Sermonem ex parte didicmys , &+ in Latino pené ab ipfis incunabulis &oc. detriti fumus, Both
We haue learned the Hebrew tongue inpart, andin the Latine Wee baue beene excrcifed almof from our cverie
cradle. S.Hierome maketh no mention ofthe Greeke tongue, wherein yethee did excell , becaufe hee
tranflated not the old Teftamentout of Greeke,butout of Hebrewe. And in what fort did thefeaf-
emble 2 In the truft of their owne knowledge,or of their fharpenefle of wit,or deepenefle of iudge-
ment,as it were inanarme of fleth? Atno hand. They trufted in him thathath the key of Dauid,
opening and no man fhutting ; theyprayed tothe Lord the Father of our Lord , to the effe& that
g&i}i}%’iﬁ:l v |S. Augustine did; Olet thy Scriptures be my pure delightlet me not be deceined inthem,neither let me deceine
by them. In this confidence, and with thisdeuotion did they affemble together; nottoo many, left
one {hould trouble another; and yet many,leftmany things haply might efcape them. If you afke
whatthey had before them, truely it wasthe Hebrewtext of the Olde Teftament, the Greeke of the
i‘ﬁfﬂfﬂf New. Thefeare the two golden pipes,or rather conduits,where-through the oliue branches emp-

Shieonad e themfelues into the golde. Saint Augufline calleth them precedent, or originall tongues; Saint
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iR Hicrome, fountaines. The fame Saint Hierome affirmeth, and Gratian hath notfparedto put itinto
F1IEYoOn. A& . - L
Lnmmpifh | Dis Decree , That as the credit of the olde Bookes ( he meaneth of the Old Teftament) s o bee tryed by
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| wee thinke muchto confult the Tranflators or Commentators, Cbaldee, Hebrewe, Syrian, Grecke, or

To the Reader.

the Eebrewe Volumes, fo of the New by the Greeke rongue, he meapech by theoriginall Greeke. If trueth
be to be tried by thefe tongues, then whence (hould a Tranflation bemade, butoutofthem? .Tho:fc
tongues therefore, the Scriptures wee fay inthofe tongues, wee fet before vs to tranflate, b_emg thc
roneues wherein God was pleafed to fpeake to his Church by hl&‘: Prqphqts and Apoftles. Nelither did
we cun ouer the worke with that pofting hafte that the Sepruagint did , it that be true which is repor=
ted of themsthat they finifhed itin 72.. dayes; neither were we barred or hindered from going ouer it
againe, hauing once done 1t, like S.Hicrome,if that be true_whmh himfelfe reporteth,that he could no
(ooner write any thing,but prefently it was caught from him, and publithed, and he could hot haue

i

Tofeph. Antiq, |
lib.12.
S.Hieron.ad

Pnﬁmac.ﬁra |
libraduer[Jo= |
uinian

leaue tomend it : neitherto be fhorl_:,were we the firft that fell n han_d with ;rat}ﬂating the Scripmrg
into Englith, and confequently deftitute c:f tormer helpes, as it is written of Origen, thatheewas the
firftin a maner,that put hishand to write Commentarics vpon the Scriptures, and therefore no mar-
ueile,if he ouerfhot himfelfe many times. Nc_me of t}lefe things : the s.ivorke %mb not bcnt? hudled vp
in 72.. dayes, buchath coft the workemen;as lightas it feemeth,the paines of twife feuen times feuen-
tie two dz;yes and more: matters of {uch weight and confequence are to bee fpeeded with maturitie :

of moment a man feareth not the blame of conuenient {lacknefle. Neitherdid

for in a bufinefie

BERTIEIe94s
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Latine, nonor the Spanifb, French, Iralian, or Dutch ; neither did we difdaine to reuife that which we
had done, and to bring backeto the anuill that which we had hammered : buthauing and viing as

oreat helpes aswere needfull,and fearing no reproch for flownefle,nor coueting praife for expedition,
:j ;

| wee haue at the length,through the good hand of the Lord vponvs, brought the worke to that

pafle thatyou fee.

Some peraduenture would haue no varietie of fences to be fet ir} tl}e margine,left the authoritie of
the Schiptures for deciding of controuerfies by' that.{hexy of vncertaintie,{hould fomesfvhat be {haken.
But we hold their iudgmétnot to be fo found in this point For though, swhatfoeuer things are necefJary
aremanifeft, as S. Chryfostome (aith, and as S. Augustine, Inthofe things that areplainely et downe in the
Scriptures all [uchmatters are ﬁmnd_ that concerne Fa:ﬂr{,bape;and Charitie. Yer for all that it cannot be
diflembled , that partly to exercife and whet our wits, partly to weane the curious from loathing of

lect,

eyl 7 @y Y-
ntieding,
S.Chryfoft.in 2,
Tf.l'#ﬂ:rdp. 2.
S..Ang.2, de

doctr Chrif?,
cap.9,

them for then euel:y-wherc-plaincncffc ! part!y alfo to ftirre vp our deuotionto crauethe afsiﬁanrce
of Gods fpirit by prayer,and laftly,that we might be forward to fecke ayd of our bl‘ﬂthl?f:}'l by confe-
rence,and neuer fcome thofe thatbe notin all r?fpe@s folcomPlet-e asthey {hould bee, being to feeke
in many thingsour felues, ithath pla_afed God in hisdiuine Pr_omdcn;e 5 hee:_.'e and there to fcatter
wordes and fentences of that difficultie and doubtfulnei:ie,not i1 do&lzlnall points that concerne {al-
uation, ( forinfuchit hath beene vouched that the Scriptures are Pl.:.upe ) buF 1in matters of lefle mo»
ment, thatfearefulneffe would better befeeme vs then confidence,and if we will refolue,to refolue vpe
on mode(tie with S. Auguftine, ( thoughnot in this far_mf: cafe altogether,yetvpon the fame ground )
Melins ¢§t dubitare de occultis, quam litigare de incertis, it 1s better to make doubt of thofe things which
are fecret, then to ftriue about thofe things thatare vncertaine. There be many words in the Scrip-

S.Anguf?. 1i.8. |
de Genef. ad .

ver.6ap.§e

tures,which be neuer found there but once, (hauing neither brothe‘r nor neighbour, asthe Hebrewes
(peake ) fo that we cannot be holpen by conterence of places. Againe, there be many rare names of
certaine birds, beaftes and preciousftones, &c. concerning which the Hebrewes themfelues are fo di-
aided among themfelues foriudgement, that they may feeme to haue defined this or that,rather be-
caufethey would fay fomthing,th€ becaufe they were fure of that which they faid,as S. Hierome fome-
where faith of the Septuagine. Now in fuch a cafe;doth nota margine do well to admonifhthe Reader
to fecke further,and not to conclude ordogmatize vpon this or that peremptorily?For as it 1sa fault of |
incredulitie, to doubt of thofe things thatare euident : fo todetermine of fuch things as the Spirit of
God hath lefi(euen intheiudgment of the iudicious )queftionable,can be nolefle then prefumption.
Therfore as S.Auguflinefaith that vatietie of Tranflations is profitable for the finding out of the fenfe
of the Scriptures : fo diuerfitie offignification and fenfe in the margiue, where the text isnotfo cleare,
muft needes doe good, yea,isneceflary,as weare perfwaded. We know that Sixzus Quintus exprefly
forbiddeth,thatany varietie of readings of their vulgar edition,fhould be put in the margine,(which
though it be not altogether the fame thing to that we haue inhand,yet itlooketh thatway ) burwe

thinke he hath notall of hisownefide his fauourers,for this conceit, They that are wife,had rather I
haue their indgements atlibertie in differences of readings,then to be captiuated to one,when it may
be the other. If they were fure that their hie Prieft had all lawes fhut vp in his breft,as Paul the fecond
bragged, and thathewere as free from errour by fpeciall priuiledge, as the Di&tators of Rome were
made by law inutolable,it were an othermatter; then his word were an Ora cle,his opinion a decifion.
Butthe eyes of the world are now open, God be thanked,and haue bene agreat wiile,they find that
Lie is fubie to the fameaffe@ions and infirmities that others be,that his { kin 15 penetrable,and there-
fore {o much as he prooueth,not as much as he claimeth,they grant and embrace.
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An other thing we thinke good to admonifh thee of ( gcmle Re { LRI e
: gl < A 7 G e e
(elues to an vaiformitie of phrafing , or toanidenttie of words, as iome per

that we had done,becaufe they obf erue,that fome learned men {fome w}lﬂrﬁ‘ X ha}lie beel-lxlcdas ﬂXﬂa& ads
they could thatway. Truly, that we mightnot varie from the {enfe of [hat wh_u.: 1 3’6 al tragl ate

betore, ifthe wmd‘ﬁgniﬁ:drhc fame thing in both places (for there bee fon_le wordes _I: 1at bee not
of the fame fenfe euery where ) we were efpectally carefull, and madea Fonﬁ:ten ce, accordlng to our|
duetie. Bur, that we {hould exprefle the fame notion in the fame parFlcular wqrd ; as forexample, i
we tranflate the Fzbrew or Greeke word once by Purpofe, neuer to call it Insent ; if one where Iﬂ{l{'nqy-
ing , neuer Traveiling ; it one where Thinke , neuer Suppofe ;1f one where Paine , neuer Ache s if one

~der) that wee hauenot tyed our |

| where Joy, neuer Gladne[Jz, &c. Thusto minfe the matter, wee thought to {auour more of curiofitie
| then wifedome, and that rather it would breed fcorne in the Atheift, then bring profite to the godly

Reader. Foristhekingdome of God become wordsor fyllables ? why {hould weebe 1n bondage to

A godly Father in the Primitiue time {hewed him(elte greatly moved, that one of newfanglenes cal- i
led sestcers miemse, though the difference be little or none; and another reporteth, that he wasmuch abu- |
fed for turning Cucurbisa (to which reading the people had beene vied) into Hedera. Now it this hap- |
pen in better imes, aud vpon {o fmall occafions , wee mightiuftly feare hard cenfure, if generally wee |
(hould make verballand voneceflary changings. We might alfobe chargepd ( by Itfoffers)_ with {fome
vnequall dealing towaids a great number of good Englith wordes. Forasit 1s written of a certame|
oreat Philofopher, that hefhould fay,that thofe logs were happie that were made images to be wor- |

(hipped ; for their fellowes, as good as they , lay for blockes behinde the fire : o 1f wee fhould |

ot like qualitie, Get ye hence, be banifhed tor ever, wee mightbe taxed peraduenture with Ss James |
his words, namwely, Tobepartiallin our [elues and iudges of enill thoughts. Adde hereunto,thatnicenefle |
in wordes was alwayes counted the nextftep to trifling, and fo was to bee curious aboutnames too : |
alfo that we cannot follow a better patterne for elocution then God himfelie; therefore hee viing di- |

ous,may viethe (ame libertie in our Englifh veifions out ot Hebrew & Greeke , for that copie or {tore |
thathe hath giuen vs. Laftly ; wee haue onthe onefide auoided the fca'upuloﬁtie of the Puritanes, 1
who leaue the olde Ecclefiafticall words, and betake them to other , as when thcy put wa/kfng for}
Baptifme,and Congregationin {tead ot Church : as alfo on the other fide we haue{hunned the obfcuri-|
tie of the Papifts, m their 4zimes,Tunike, R ational Holocaufts, Prepuce,Pafche ,and a number of {uch |
| like, whereot theirlate Tranflauon is tull, and thatot purpofe to darken the fence , that fince they
muit needs tranflate the Bible, yet by the language thereof , itmay bee kept from being vnderftood.
But we defirechat the Seripture may fpeakelike it felie , asinthelanguage of Canaan, that it may bee|
vndeiftood euen of thevery vulgar.
Many other things we might giue thee warning of ( gentle Reader ) if wee had not exceeded the|
meafure of a Preface alreadie. Itremaineth, that we commend thee to God , and to the Spirit of his |
grace,which isable to build further then we canaske orthinke. Hee remoueth the feales fom our!
eyes, the vaile from our hearts, opening our witsthat wee mayvnder{tand his word; enlaroine our |
hearts, yea correcting our affe&tions, that we may loue taboue gold and filuer yeathat we Ilblay::iouc
it to theend. Yeare brought vato fountaines of liuing water which yee digﬁed not ; doe not caft|
| earth into them with the Philiftines, neither preferre broken pits before them \;lth the \iﬂ'icked Tewes. |
Others haue la?otlrcd, and you may enter into their labourss O receiue not (o greatthings in vaine. -
O defpife not fo greatfaluation:! Benot like {wineto treade vnder toote {o precious thinbs neithe;f
yet like dogs to teare and abufe holy things. Saynotto our Saviour with the Ger efites %); e Ut
of our coafts ;neither yet with Efan fell your birthright for a mefle of’Potaae,If]igli e c:)n o 01 |
world,loue not darkenefle more then light ; iffoo&*,ih:lcthing be oﬁbre?{ 00 Eor_ S ]Emtﬁ the
yourfelues. Remember the aduife of Nuzianzene, It a orienous thing ( ;‘i‘ e \ } aru;: gqt
great faire,and to [eeke tomake markets afterivards : allo the encou ragement of S C};}, ﬁ’ 7 2 5 7 A
gether impofSible;that be that is fober (and swatchfull) fhould az any time:zg neglele d-- c I{l tfi’me, C.llz? #s alto-
on and menacing of S. Augufline,They that despife Gods will inyitine hem, fhal fe e I Ga}’ 1%3 kl_nﬂmu-
ocance of them. It is a fearetull thing to fall into che hands of thc?iuin God ; but bl.f Ezdti S
and willbring vs to euerlafting bleflednes in the end,when God f; peaketh VH;’O 51 E ¢ -kt Ing 1t is,
he fetteth his word before vs,to reade it ; when hee {tretcheth out his hand andvca’l? thcal . {Wheﬂ
Hereaml; here we are to doe thy will,O God. TheLord workea care and Cﬁnfcictfce l"nt‘?;t; g}e{;f:

himand ferue him, thatwe may be acknowledged ofhim at the 4 : Al
to whom with the holy Ghoft,be all prayfe and thanke (giuing. A[; E: :;f‘ng ofour Lord Iefus Chrift,

Fﬂf_!-ﬂ-‘ﬁLm*@m-ELmiﬂﬂ?’miﬁ-ﬂmiﬁ:-mmaiw ~
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them if we may befree, vie one preciflely when wee may vle anotherno lefie fit; as cnmnmdxouﬂy? £

ay,as it were,vnto certaine words,Stand vp higher, have a place in the Bible alwayes, and to others|

uers words,in his holy writ, and indifferently for one thing in nature : we,it wee will not be fuperftiti- |-
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